
Tips for transitioning to Grade 12

Since the level of service for students with disabilities varies among the postsecondary institutions, it is important that students transitioning into post secondary take the time to find out what services are available before committing to an institution.  In general, public post-secondary institutions are able to provide more resources for persons with disabilities than are available through private institutions. One of the most important considerations students must take into account when transitioning to post secondary is how best to articulate their diagnosis and functional needs. In addition, students must understand that they will assume much more responsibility advocating for their own needs. Students should start the transition planning in grades 10 and 11 by exploring their own wants, needs and dreams, and finalize their transition plan in grade 12. It is in their best interest to visit the Disability Resource Centres and introduce themselves early in their grade 12 year.  Below are some factors students should understand when exploring the post secondary system, while Keeping in mind that ATBC is referral based, meaning technology support services begin with a referral from the Disability Resource Centres around the province.

I. In terms of schools
· Is there a dedicated department for supporting students with disabilities?
· Are there facilities and provisions for accommodated exams, i.e., private room with extra time and/or access to assistive technology?
· Are course materials available in alternate format?
· Is there an adaptive computer lab that provides access to school and course networks and computing resources?
· Are there notetakers or scribes available to assist with lectures and the writing of exams?
· Are there extra costs to the student for accessing services?
II. Once a student has identified a school/program of choice

· Many of the supports and services may take a couple of weeks to arrange
· Textbooks in alternate format can take up to eight weeks or longer
· In terms of financing, many of the disability offices/financial awards office will help with the planning and coordinating of grants and loans?
 

III. Canada Study Grant for Students with Disabilities (CSG)
· Purchase of technology
· Funding for tutoring
· Note taking services
· Transportation
· Attendant care
· Must demonstrate financial eligibility
IV. Public Post Secondary Loan Program

· Loaning of assistive technology for students who do not qualify for CSG or need to blend CSG with loaned technology over time because of the expenses associated with their identified technology
Students can find out more about the availability of assistive technology and related accommodation supports from the school’s department for supporting students with disabilities, school’s Financial Aid Office, or ATBC website www.at-bc.ca. 


